[image: image1]
[image: image2.jpg]3 O
3 o

3 o 8
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

DENVER
Women building better communit





2009-2010 Community Programs

Since 1918, the Junior League of Denver has provided more than $6.4 million in funding and 9,000 volunteers who have spent over 3.0 million hours on community programs that improve the health and education of women and children.  The Junior League has worked alongside nearly 300 agencies in the Denver Metro Area to help women and children reach their full potential by ensuring they have access to education, health care, a safe environment, and training.

2009-2010 Community Programs:

Kids Connect

At Sheridan Early Childhood Center and at Children’s Outreach Project

A Junior League of Denver Signature Program - Educating children and nurturing family relationships

The Junior League of Denver has led Kids Connect, its award-winning program, since 2000.  Our volunteers work with children to incorporate reading with art and music activities in an interactive, play-based environment. Kids Connect encourages parents to read with their children and guides parents in recognizing “teaching moments” in real-life situations. Think 360 Arts, a fellow non-profit, brings books to life through interactive performance art activities. Kids Connect is a successful partnership among parents, teachers and community organizations promoting reading in families and parental engagement across the Denver Metro Area.

Career Connections

At Decatur Place

Empowering Women to Reach Their Professional Potential

The Junior League has been successfully changing the lives of single parents through the Career Connections program at Decatur Place.  Volunteers work in teams and individually with the program participants helping them establish attainable career and education goals.  The eight week program includes teaching a variety of topics such as; goal setting, resume writing, job search strategies, interview etiquette, interview prep sessions and how to dress for a successful interview.  The guidance provided by the volunteers allows the participants to take the first step towards going back to school for a degree or to pursue a new career.  The Career Connections program works to empower single parents with the confidence they need to enable them to attain a new career and life.

JLD Healthy Habits

At Joshua Station

Educating Women and Children on Nutrition and Cooking Skills

JLD Healthy Habits is a nutrition and meal planning program for women and children living at Joshua Station, a transitional housing facility.  The Junior League of Denver volunteers lead workshops on cost conscious shopping, healthy meal planning, nutritious after-school snacking, and basic cooking skills.  JLD Healthy Habits provides participants with the knowledge and skills to improve their everyday nutritional and lifestyle habits, regardless of income-levels or access to an equipped kitchen.

Kids on the Block

Teaching Children to Make Healthy Choices through Puppetry and Skits

The Kids on the Block troupe teaches children to lead healthy lifestyles through informative, entertaining, interactive puppetry. Junior League of Denver volunteers perform skits for a wide variety of children’s audiences, including elementary schools, after-school programs and other youth organizations. The show educates children, grades K-6th, on healthy eating habits, the role food plays in growing bodies, and ways to increase their daily exercise. 

Read2Kids

Promoting Literacy Through Parental & Caregiver Involvement

Making literacy a family affair has long been a goal of the Junior League of Denver and making reading fun is a key measure of success. Read2Kids volunteers team up with local schools to promote reading across Metro Denver through children’s book fairs.  The Read2Kids events include story-telling, refreshments and arts and crafts activities. The Junior League has given away more than 10,000 books to children in the Metro Denver Area. An average of 1,000 children and families have participated each year since the program’s inception in 2000. Read2Kids events are designed to enhance children’s reading skills and enthusiasm about learning.

Kids in the Kitchen

Fighting Childhood Obesity by Promoting Healthy Eating Habits & Lifestyles

The Kids in the Kitchen program is designed to combat childhood obesity and promote nutrition. Volunteers lead children through fun, hands-on activities in the kitchen, such as healthy snack and meal preparation.  Kids also participate in arts and crafts activities that integrate lessons on healthy eating habits. The program addresses the health problems caused by the alarming percentage of children who are overweight or in danger of becoming overweight in Colorado. 

Done in a Day

Providing Volunteers and Making a Difference for Organizations Across the Denver Metro Area

Done in a Day partners local community organizations with the Junior League of Denver to provide volunteers for half-day projects across the Denver Metro Area. Projects promote the Junior League’s focus on improving the health and education of women and children.  Done in a Day offers all JLD members the opportunity for hands on community involvement. Past Done in a Day Projects have helped nonprofits like Denver Children’s Advocacy Center, Ronald McDonald House, Gabbi Krause Foundation, and Metro Denver Bright Beginnings.  

Community Assistance Fund (CAF)

Grants for Local Non-Profit Organizations that Promote the Health and Education of Women and Children

Each year, the Community Assistance Fund (“CAF”) of the Junior League of Denver supports local nonprofit organizations with grant dollars.  A committee of Junior League members reviews grant requests and makes a recommendation to our Board of Directors.  The evaluation process includes initial concept letter review, application review, site visits and interviews.  This past year, in celebration of the Junior League of Denver’s 90th Anniversary, the CAF awarded a total of $90,000 to qualified nonprofit agencies in the seven county Metro Denver community.

Community Program Research and Development (PR&D) 

Researching and developing new community projects and placements for JLD volunteers
Community Programs Research and Development is the forward thinking arm of the JLD Community Council. This committee is responsible for locating, researching, investigating and developing new community projects and placements for JLD volunteers. Each year the committee researches and presents 4 possible new projects for the JLD to adopt. This year we are researching programs that will achieve our mission but focus more on adult women and teen programs. We will presenting our recommendations to the Membership Council, Community Council, Finance Council and the Board of Directors between October and January. The general membership will vote on the final choices at the February Meeting. 

Community Assessment Research and Enrichment (CARE)

Evaluating JLD Community Programs to ensure overall satisfaction and adherence to the JLD mission statement
The CARE Committee reviews and evaluates the JLD Community
Programs and presents independent recommendations to appropriate JLD
Councils.  The review process includes compiling information from JLD Community Council members and the agency staff of community programs in order to evaluate things such as overall satisfaction and adherence to mission statement.  CARE works with PR&D to review prospective community programs that focus on the health and education of women and children.  CARE presents recommendations for the following year to the JLD Board of Directors and the Community, Finance, Membership, Training, and Planning Councils.  CARE also prepares and presents the status of Community Programs along with appropriate motions for vote to membership at the Spring voting meeting.

The Junior League of Denver Public Policy Council
Researching issues that affect the health and education of women and children and advising when action is appropriate
The Junior League of Denver Public Policy Council is the liaison between our membership, the community and the agencies we serve and our elected officials.  We research and support legislation focusing on the health and education of women and children including early childhood education, access to health care, quality childcare and economic self-sufficiency for women. 

The JLD has a proud history of public policy and advocacy. In 1987 it was the first League in the United States to hire a government affairs specialist. Since then the Public Policy Committee has worked closely with our government affairs specialist, Aponte & Busam, to monitor, advocate, and support various important pieces of legislation at the State Capitol. In recent years, the League has supported a variety of legislation addressing:  

· Child health issues 

· Child education issues 

· Women’s health issues 

· Women’s self-sufficiency issues

Our Council, with JLD support, has played a role in the passage of legislative actions, such as: 

· Child Care Tax Credits 

· Booster Seat Requirements 

· Early Education and School Readiness Grants Program 

· Childhood Immunizations 

· Safe Haven Awareness Day (see Colorado Safe Haven for Newborns for more information)

We are currently working with Senator Suzanne Williams and Representative Nancy Todd on the Healthy Choices Dropout Prevention program (SB 09-123) that will develop a pilot after-school program to enhance academic achievement and physical and mental health of Colorado’s adolescent students, encourage healthy choices, and reduce dropout rates. For more information, please check out the blog at http://healthychoicescolorado.org.

We welcome input from the community. Together we can make an impact on important legislative issues that improve the community through the health and education of women and children.

